Cygnus editor

The Cygnus editor is one of the three main editors of Ancestris.
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The philosophy of the Cygnus editor comes from the need for simplicity of use.
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The simplicity of being able to manipulate individuals and everything that relates to them, at
a glance

Without worrying about how information is stored behind the scenes,

All other information, families, sources, notes, etc. are ultimately only complementary
information relating to the life of the individual. For instance, the individuals' marriage should
be listed with the other events. This is what Cygnus does.

The advantage is to see almost everything at a glance, like a bird watching the earth from the sky.

Did you know that? Its name comes from the large and brilliant constellation of the Swan.
With its stars mainly arranged according to a large cross, it is represented as a bird
spreading its wings.

Cygnus efficiently does a lot of work for you behind the scenes. Creating a spouse, for example,
takes just one click, whereas it requires more steps with the other two editors.

The compromise is that only the most important genealogical information can be edited with this
editor, but still covers 80% of users' needs.

There is a solution for everyone, and Ancestris users often choose to use two main editors: Cygnus
+ Gedcom, or Aries + Gedcom. Some prefer to use only the Gedcom editor. Here is a comparison
of the 3 editors if you still had to make a choice.

Cygnus Gedcom Aries

Focus The individgal and his close The Gedcom standard Co.mpleten?ss of
environment information

Ease of use ++ +++ +
Ergonomics +++ + +++
Coverage of needs 80% 100% 100%
Data transparency + +++ ++
Efficiency +++ + +

Editable Gedcom entities Many All All



Compliance with Gedcom

100% 100% 100%
standard

Description and Usage

Cygnus displays the individual in the upper part of the window with the Title bar, his family
nucleus just below, and the details of his/her life in the lower part, with the associated life
events.

Title bar

The title bar displays the name of the selected individual and some buttons.

(1] &) John Fitzgerald KENNEDY &)

Hovering over a button displays a tooltip.

Pin Button

Freezes the editor on this individual even if another entity is selected in Ancestris.

Cursor Button

Keeps the focus on the editor when changing entities.

A mouse selection of an individual in the entity table or in the tree, for example, normally causes
the focus on the Cygnus Editor to be lost.

If you want to keep the focus on the editor, this button brings the focus back to the first name of
the individual and positions the cursor there.

Warning sign

When the warning sign icon appears, it means the information included in the individual data
includes an invalid piece of data or an invalid value.. Press the icon to display the source of the
invalidity.
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Anomalies are detected according to criteria defined in the Ancestris preferences, Extension

selection, Validation tab.

Create a new individual Button

Creates a new individual and places him/her in the editor.

Delete this individual Button

Deletes the individual displayed with a confirmation request.

Contextual menu

Right-clicking on this title bar displays the context menu.

Separation bar

The separation bar shown in yellow below can be moved with the mouse. It allows you to adjust the
respective sizes allocated to the family nucleus and to life events.
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The position of the separation bar is set for each genealogy.

Family nucleus

Above the separation bar is the individual's family nucleus.
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Photo frame

This frame displays all the photos and other media (video, soundtrack, etc.) of the individual
and of his or her life events.

The photos displayed at each moment are those of the event selected in the life events section.

e Photos not related to a particular event are attached to the General event.
e Birth photos are linked to the Birth event, etc.

Media included in the sources are not displayed here, but in the Source photo frame.

The media displayed for a photo is the photo itself. For other media (sounds, videos, documents),
the media displayed is the corresponding media icon.

A horizontal scroll bar allows you to scroll through the photos of a given event.
You can specify a short description for each photo.
There are 3 buttons in the photo frame.

o The button # sets the preferred photo to be displayed by default for the individual, in all

Ancestris views, in particular the Dynamic tree view.
o The button 3 adds a photo, which will be placed in the selected life event.
o The button ¥l deletes the displayed photo

Several actions are possible regarding the displayed media.

e A single left click changes the media, whatever it is
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e Right-clicking displays the media in your computer's media viewer.
o Ifit's a photo, the photo will be displayed in large size in your image viewer.
o If itis a video or a soundtrack, it is played in your default media player.
e When the media is a photo
o Drag and drop with the mouse to crop the photo
o The mousewheel allows you to zoom in and out.
o A Ctrl+Click save the photo cropping

The choice of a photo is made by clicking on the image.

The Media viewer appears to only display medias of individuals and families, with specific buttons
at the bottom.

Please choose a media out of 9 media found x
John Fitzgerald KENNEDY Search filter ‘ [ ~ J 9 selected medias
- l L.;?'.f‘g ﬂ
Caraline Consequences Jacqueline John and Vg
KENNEDY af the BOUVIER Jacqueline Jahn
assassination KENNEDY John Fitzgerald
ofJohn Fitzgerald KEMNEDY
KENNEDY KENNEDY
Juniar
Rose
John Vernau Joseph KEMMEDY et
f BOUVIER 11l KENNEDY son fils John
A Host entity: 1104 - John Fitzgerald
" KENMEDY (29 May 1917 - 22 Nov 1963)
Haost entity is NOT a media entity
i File value: photos Jlohn-kennedy.jpg
File is found  File is local
Path: /home ffrederic ftmp /myGenealogy /phatos
fohn-kennedy.jpg
Medias using file: lMuItImedIa: |v]
File position in media: 1
Color: used media with specific title, used rmedia with generated title, unused media.
[ Choose this media ] [ Look for media files J [ Look for internet files J [ Cancel J

The Choose this media button associates it with the individual and closes the window.

The Look for media files button is used to get a file from your computer, not yet used in the
genealogy.
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The Look for Internet files button is used to get a file from the Internet, not yet used in the
genealogy.

Description of the individual
This panel section is used to edit the name and gender of the individual.
First and last names are edited with two drop-down menus.

e The Firstname drop-down menu selects a firsthame among those already used in the

genealogy.
e The Lastname drop-down menu selects a lastname from those already used in the
genealogy.
The button 2 specifies the other elements of the individual's name via another panel that
appears.
Details of names x
Prefix / Title Firstnames Surname prefix  Surname Suffix
|:| John Fitzgerald 7 KENNEDY 7
Example: Doctor Robert Williams de la Piedra junior
Mickname |:]

(® Male () Female (U Unknown

The radio buttons set the gender of the individual.

Private e e . . . .
The checkbox U marks this individual as private. For more details on this subject, see the

Privacy page in the Preferences.

Above the first and last names is indicated the identification number of the individual and the

Sosa number when it is generated.

Around this description are arranged 6 relationships buttons for the parents of the individual,
brothers and sisters, spouse and children.

These Relationship buttons have multiple functions.

e A left click on the button will not have the same result depending on whether the
related individual already exists or not yet.
o If the individual already exists, it is selected and the editor will navigate to this
individual and display it.
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o If the individual does not exist, it is created.

e A right-click on the button displays a menu with the choices that seem most relevant
to that individual and for the corresponding relationship. These choices are arranged in
four categories:

o Navigation to the related individuals, if there are several brothers, sisters,
spouse or children

o Creation of the related individual in the genealogy and creation of the
relationship with him/her

o Creation of the relationship if the individual already exists

o Detachment of the relationship if the relationship already exists

Family Tree

This tree structure presents:

in yellow, the selected individual,

his/her parents at the upper level

his/her siblings at the same level in the chronological order of births
his/her spouse(s) are listed below

and the corresponding children at the lower level

v B KENNEDY, Joseph Patrick (°6 Sep 1888 +18 Nov 1969) x7 Oct 1914 FITZGERALD, Rose Elizabett
%L KENMEDY, Joseph Patrick (°25 Jul 1915 +12 Aug 1944)
¥ |7 KENNEDY, John Fitzgerald (29 May 1917 +22 Nov 1963)

¥ °f BOUVIER, Jacqueline Lee (°28 Jul 1929 +-) 12 Sep 1953
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A double-click on any of the individuals selects it.

Life events

This part of the Cygnus editor details the events of an individual's life.

A vertical separation bar delimits the list of events and the media of the associated sources on the
left, and the details of these events on the right. It can be moved and its position is memorized
from one time to another for each genealogy.
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Events

List of events

We distinguish the General event from the others.

e It is a particular event that allows you not to define a particular event precisely.
e It can associate notes and sources to the individual to characterize the whole of his life,
without attaching them to a particular moment of life.

All other events are those that the Gedcom standard allows to define. They are numerous (birth,
marriage, profession, residence, death, burial, etc.).

All events are listed in a single lifeline, including unions. You can therefore create a
baptism event and a wedding event in the same place and in the same way.

Indeed, unlike the other two editors, Cygnus being focused on the individual, there is no distinction
to edit all events, whether they are the individual entity events or the family entity events.

The list displays the default events in chronological order, using event logic when a date is not
indicated (i.e. a death occurs after a birth).

The list can be sorted by clicking on the column header, in ascending order with one click, or
descending order with a second click.

The width of the columns can be adjusted with the mouse.

Selecting an event displays its details on the right hand side, and its associated photos in the

photo frame at the top of the editor, and source documents in the source media frame
at the bottom left of the editor.

Buttons for creating or selecting events

A set of 10 buttons manage the most common events more efficiently.

@Eﬂ ) @@E
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e The first 10 buttons on the left are the most common events used in genealogy.
o The first is that of birth. A click on this button creates the birth event if it does not
already exist, and selects the birth event otherwise
o The one underneath is that of the occupation. As there can be several occupations
for the same individual, a click on the button displays a drop-down menu asking if
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you want to create an occupation or offers you to select one of the existing
occupations. When there are none, it creates it.
o The last of these 10 buttons, the button with the flag, is a button that displays all
other possible events in a list. It is up to you to choose the one you want to create
e The top right button replaces the event by another one while keeping all the information
in the event. For instance, you can change a birth event to a christening event without
having to delete the event, create the new one, and enter everything again.
e The bottom right button deletes the selected event. The General event cannot be deleted

Details of an event

For each selected event, the right hand part of the panel allows you to enter the same information,
except for the General event which does not need some of it. All this information is aligned to the

Gedcom standard tags.

The image below shows the detail of an event such as Occupation.
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Event description

It is a dropdown list of already defined descriptions, in case the description can be reused.
The field name is the name the the tag. In the image above, this is "Occupation”.

This field is only visible for events where a description is allowed by the Gedcom norm, and actually
needed.
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For instance, a diploma, an occupation need a description. Birth, Death do not need any.

Type of event

It is a dropdown list of already defined types of the selected event, in case the description can be
reused.

The type is a way to classify the event. It is optional to fill it in.

This field is always visible for all events.

Date and time

See the dates page for more details.

Below the date is displayed the day of the week if it is dated, and the age of the person at the time
of the event except for the day of birth.

Place

The drop-down menu allows you to choose an existing place from the ones known in the
genealogy. The first characters entered display a filtered list of places containing these characters.
If the place does not already exist or if you want to modify it, click on the place button next to it.

See the description of places or the Place Editor for more details.

Notes

It is possible to enter one or more notes, specific or shared. See the difference in the Shared

Information page.

General information about the individual
Notes (&) = () £3

John F. Kennedy's charismatic personality was evident from early
childhood, as was his competitiveness. His love of books and history,
capacity for introspection and curiosity about ideas developed largely
from the many hours he spent in bed with illnesses, starting with a
particularly virulent attack of scarlet fever when he was two and
one-half years old. Although he was often absent from school and
illness forced him to drop out of a preparatory school and later,
Princeton University, he graduated cum laude from Harvard University
in 1940,

Cygnus can recognize, display and edit both shared and specific notes, but will only create shared
notes.
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The mouse wheel is used to scroll through the note text if it requires more lines than there is room
to display. The right scrollbar allows you to do the same. It appears when all the lines cannot be
displayed.

By pressing the <Ctrl> key and using the mouse wheel, you can scroll through the notes. The other
scrollbar on the right allows you to do the same thing.

Hovering the right scrollbar with the mouse displays the rank of the displayed note in relation to
the total number of notes attached to the event.

The first 3 buttons allow you to create, change and delete a note.

The last button allows you to enter the note in a large window in which it is possible to enlarge the
font size.

The creation and change of a note opens the note selection window:

Please choose to create a new note or to pick one of the 25 existing ones x
KEMNEDY, David Anthony (°15 Search filter
Jun 1955 +25 Apr 1984) (R46)
s
Born in 1888, the Caroline Lee Davwvid Arthory ™
David Anthony Kennedy was 13 grandson of an Kernnedy Kernnedy was 13
years old when he withessad his Irish irrrigrant, Sdhlossberg was wyears old when he
father's New Note Joseph Patride only 3 years old witnessead his
: : : : Kennedy had an whean her father father's
SSI;'S‘S.‘S_‘S{HS f!’OF’;? .WT_:IE L'::ra fChﬂﬂg enormous drive to was eledead 35th assassination whila
television in his hotel room. He acquire beth farme Prasicdent oftha watdhing telewvision
never a.. United States.... in his ...
fully recovered from the shock and
went from an introverted
adolescence to a troubled youth Disappeared fram Disowned by E dward M. Jadk's forayinto
increasingly experimenting with the family in 1899 parents in 1961. Kennedy is the presidential politics 3}/
drugs - am:_rnever h.ea rd onl_l,,r:u:ﬂivinhg sta r‘I:la::j v\:;teh h:::
: o again. Kennedy brother. narrow defeat for
and EI.C.thI' He was in and out of Fallowang farmily normination to be
rv.f_eha.t:.l.f.' tation centers at least 5 tracition, he e vica
times and was arrested for drunk gracuated fram presidential
driving twice. It was after being Harvard Univer... candida...
released from St. Mary's
Rehabilitation Center and flying to
Flarida John attended John F. Kennedy's John Fitzgerald Joseph Patride
: : Philips Acaderry dharisrmatic Kennedy, |r. was Kennedy, Jr. was
for a fam”y gath_ermg that he was and Boston personality was born to a newly the eldest and
found dead in hFS.hO tel room of an College. He has an evident from early sleded President favorite son of
overdose of cocaine and Demerol, adtive interast in dhildhood, as was ofthe Unted Joseph Kennedy.
the theater and his States as an Always considered
appearad in school cormpetitivenass. ertire country the strongest and
produd... His love of books. .. waited in antigpa... th... b
|
Caolor: used cormmon note, used private note, unused note.
[ Choose this note ] I Cancel J

The right part lists all the known notes of the genealogy. They are of three origins.

e In black, the notes used in the genealogy and contained in Note Entities (shared notes)
e In blue, the notes used in the genealogy and contained in Notes specific to certain

entities.
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e In red, unused notes.
Sources

It is possible to enter one or more sources, specific or shared. See the difference in the Shared

Information page.

For example, here is a source of the baptismal certificate of Louis XIV.

]
] R ——
Y sources ) (& (%) 3
i £ . |n1.uun..r e e Jng,l"ﬂ,...L ||J - - - -
il cdim gl brante Bk, nosgonck ot fe Site Internet Archives Départementales des Yvelines
chalean med of de. Sal i AL L
1 Ch S a . = - — - - —
F:an a7 lesrvrl oo ks, mrﬁ,,{,s,“m i Le cinguiéme jour de septembre mil-six-cent-trente-huit, nasquit dans le chateau &
iy "'”!’P*'? A prersiornd e bids <Bzatien, ur neuf de Saint-Germain-en-Laye & onze heures un quart du matin, Monseigneur le
el il A PREPEEY . . . - . .. . . .
IV e W f"” s Dauphin fils premier-né de trés chrétien et trés puissant Monargque Louis
3 e ey '-fcuu.'n o, L. N . .
b “r“_;’ PUBTIE . “:‘ :: II treizizme de ce nom, Roy de France et de Navarre et de trés religieuse et illustre
miebte Bt Gt : . . I : .
ks ey st ot el ~rmh o fut Princesse Anne d'Autriche, sa trés chaste et fidéle épouse et fut incontinent
.;.h...h..; o ;w, ._I?;M“ Al Ag, e aprés, le mé&me jour ondoyé par le Révérend Pére en Dieu Messir Dominique
e, Fove o Mlien. - i, . . . . . -
IS “”* Fidarmnidy | Séquier, Evesque de Meaux et premier Aurmnonier de Sa Majesté, avec les eaux ¥
Acte de Baptéme de Louis XIV .. |
ﬂﬂ Geneanet 1'
-t e - S—
Latest modification date : 7 May 2020, 20:46:35 |Nobody associated to this event ] o

Bk

e

a7

The information for the sources is as follows:

e The name of the source

e A text that is generally used to present a transcription of the source text. Indeed, it is
better to make the effort once to decipher a handwritten text that is difficult to read,
rather than to do it every time you need it.

e The name of the repository where the source can be found
e Media associated with the same source (on the left)

Sources work on the same principle as notes in terms of :

e the 4 buttons
e scroll buttons
e the use of the mouse

Clicking on the source buttons displays the source selection window:
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Color: used source with specific title, used source with generated title, unused source.

[ Choose this source ] l

Cancel

The photo frame of the source of an event works on the same principle as the photo frame of the

individual.

Clicking on the image helps you choose which image you want to associate with a source.

The Media viewer is shown. It only displays media files of sources, with specific buttons at the

bottom.
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Please choose a media out of 2 media found X .
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% Host entity: MOD0O1 - Evening Sun Journal, November 9,
Host entity is a media entity

Entities using media: [Source (513) |v]

= File value: documents
fKennedy-Wins-Nixon-Concedes-1960-election-Evening-Sun-Baltimore.jpg
File is found  File is local

Path: /home ffrederic /tmp /myGenealogy /documents
fKennedy-Wins-Nizon-Concedes-1960-election-Evening-Sun-Baltimore. jpg

Medias using file: [EvenlngSunjnurnal, November 9, 1960 (MO0O0O01) | ']

File position in rmedia: 1

Color: used media with specific title, used media with generated title, unused
mecdia.

[ Choose this media ] [ Look for media files J [ Look for internet files J [ Cancel J

Repository

The attachement of a repository to the source can be done using the Repository button at the
bottom right. EdlitewrGygnus_bputendépot.png
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Please choose a repository out of 4 repositories found X

Selected repository Source to be linked: S7 - Birth of Marie-José phe
& = Linked to repasitory: not linked to any repasitory
L Géneanet Search filter

Address  http/fwww.geneanet.org

Archives Géndanat (R1)
Départementales
des Yvelines [R2) * http://www.genea.
New
Repnsﬂnry * Montigny-le-
Bretonneux, France
Email = « 2 Avenue de
Lune.
Web @
Site Internet des Wikipedia (R3)
Archives
Départementales = http:iffr.wikipe.
des Yvalines (R4)
= http:ffarchives..

Select source to update I

57 - Birth of Marie-Joséphe (not linked to any repository)
53 - Registres Paroissiaux de Versailles

52 - Site Internet Archives Départementales

51 - Site Internet Archives Départementales

Call number | 4E-37F000 ‘

Media type |:J
Maote @&

[ Sawve and Attach J [ Cancel J l Delete J

Caler: used repositery, unused repositary.

Attach source to selected repository Detach source from its repository Cancel

This window contains all the information of the repositories already created or to be created.

As this window appears in relation to a source of an event, its goal is attach this source to a
repository. The source and the repository it is potentially already attached to are displayed at the
top of the window.

This window can be use for two main needs:

e Use this window to attach the source to a repository, to reattach it to another repository
or to detach it from its current repository.

e Use this window to also change the information of other repositories and their
corresponding sources by first selecting a repository from the list on the right hand side,
and then by selecting the source in the list on the left hand side. The information Call
number, Media type and note are information that belong to the selected source in
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relation to the selected repository.

Relations

This is where we enter other individuals in relation to an event, such as witnesses at a wedding or
the godparents of a baptized person.

[Matrnn of honor | BOUVIER Caroline Lee |'] E

The relationship field is actually a drop-down menu that lists all the relationships currently entered
for the selected event.

It is possible to select one of them and then click on the button
EditewrGygnus bputenselation_sélection.png to navigate to the
corresponding individual.

The button & allows you to manage individuals in relation to the selected event. Clicking on this
button brings up the following window:

Associations for individual BOUVIER, Jacqueline Lee (°28 Jul1929 +) (R37) x
List of individuals associated with events of BOUVIER, Jacqueline Lee (°28 Jul 1929 +) (R37) @
Event | Relation | Individual | Lastname | Firstname | Sex | Occupation

@ Marriage - 12 Sep 1953 - Newport Matron of honor BOUVIER, Caroline Lee (°1933 +) (R180) BOUVIER  Caroline Lee

BOUVIER, Jacqueline Lee (°28 Jul 1929 +) (R37) is also the relations of other people events in the genealogy

| cancel |

In the upper part, this window allows you to add, modify or delete relationships.

For each relationship in the list of relationships that appears, it is possible to define the event to
which you wish to associate a relationship, the type of relationship (witness, declarer, etc.), the
name of the relationship, its sex and occupation.

In the lower part, it displays, for information only, the events of other individuals for which the
selected individual is himself or herself associated.
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Time stamp of last modification of the entity

The last information visible in the Cygnus Editor is the last modification date of the information.

Latest modification date : 12 Sep 2020, 21:26:07

This date is updated automatically at each update.

Synchronization with other views

As we have seen, in Ancestris, at every moment an entity is selected.

When this entity is an individual, this one appears as the main person in the Cygnus editor.
When this entity is not an individual (a family, a note, etc.), the Cygnus Editor displays the
individual related to this entity. You can then edit the selected entity as per the various screens
described in this page.

The selected entity will be related to the event automatically selected in Cygnus.

Example: if a family is selected in the Entities table, Cygnus will display the husband, select the
spouse in the family tree in Cygnus, and select the marriage event.
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